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price of yesterday, and pay at once a large sum
on account to the treasury. How many pieces ?
500,000? Yery good. Do not announce the sale
before twenty-four hours, and when the bazar pre-
sents itself say, 'Too late for this season, my
lambs; come back next year, and we shall see about
it: everything has been sold/ They will then be
obliged to come to me. I will keep the price well
up, and we will see one another afterwards."

The bazar sometimes bought at one or two
francs' profit on each piece, and this game was
renewed each year. The actors were in too high
a position for the complaints of the timid public to
reach the ears that were interested in hearing them.
However, a day arrived when the master, more
suspicious or better informed, demanded the ac-
counts from the overseer, who then disappeared.
The fortunate merchant, a Christian not under pro-
tection, would find the atmosphere heavy, and the
sun burning to his eyes. He would hide by day
and travel by night, until a ship took him. away in
quest of a Russian or Chinese passport; with the
assistance of which, in returning to his country, he
preserved his position, and added a padlock to his
well-filled coffers. It will, perhaps, be objected, But
why does the Mussulman vekil become the accom-
plice of the Christian merchant ? We refer these